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EDITORIAL

“People do not buy goods and services. They buy relations, stories and magic.”
-Seth Godin

Yes indeed! We agree! And so we are back with our latest issue to take you into yet another journey of the 

incredible world of marketing. “Kya aapke toothpaste mein namak hai?” The moment we hear these words, 

an image of a girl barging into a man's bathroom with a mike in hand and camera in tow creeps into our mind. 

And let's admit, we do like to have a little laugh over it! But well, did you know? Colgate once sold starch, 

soap and candles and not oral care products! Unbelievable isn't it? We do buy a lot of stuff, but never 

bother or know about the stories behind them. So this issue, we bring to you the stories behind brands that 

are all too familiar with us. Whether it be the kind of products sold by popular brands when they initially 

started out, or popular logos with hidden meanings within them, or details of big brands which you 

probably didn't know are owned by other giant companies, we have got you all the tiny little titbits. Let's 

admit, each time we come across a familiar looking plastic ka dabba, we immediately think its Tupperware. 

And most of the times we need to photocopy a few papers, we say “Xerox karwa dete hai yaar” instead of 

“photocopy karwa dete hai yaar”. But hey, did you know?  Xerox and Tupperware are names of companies 

and are actually not meant to be used the way we use them! So we have lined up a few similar facts to stir up 

your minds and make you go “wow! I didn't know that!” Our section on brands that you thought were foreign 

but are actually Indian and Indian brands which seem like foreign brands will surely shake up your beliefs!
So go ahead, flip the pages, indulge in some nostalgia, some magic, and find out the kahaani behind the most 

iconic brands. Because of course, jee lalchaye raha na jaaye! 
Have a good read!
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Band-Aid
Generic name: Adhesive bandage
Owned by: Johnson & Johnson

Aquaguard
Generic name-  Water purifiers
Owned by- Eureka Forbes

Xerox
Generic name: Photocopier to make a photocopy
Owned by: Xerox

Sellotape 
Generic name -Adhesive tape
Owned by- Henkel

Cadbury
Generic name-  Milk Chocolates
Owned by- Mondelez 

Dalda
Generic name- Vanaspati Ghee
Owned by- HUL

Sintex
Generic name-  Water container tanks
Owned by- Sintex Industries

Escalator
Generic name-   Moving staircase
Owned by- Otis

Maggi 
Generic name-   Instant noodles
Owned by- Nestle

Scotch-Brite 
Generic name-  Utensils cleaning brush
Owned by- 3M

Note - 3M stands for Minnesota 
Mining & Manufacturing Company

Cerelac
Generic name-  powdered baby food
Owned by- Nestle

Dettol
Generic name - Antiseptic Liquid
OwneD by - Reckitt & Benckiser

DID YOU KNOW? ..... THAT THESE NAMES THAT YOU USE AS 
ARE ACTUALLY BRANDS, OWNED BY A COMPANY & ARE 

TRADEMARKED!!!

GENERIC 
TERMS 



Whisper 
Generic name-  Sanitary Napkins
Owned by- P&G

Walkman
Generic name- Portable cassette player 
Owned by- Sony

Thermocol or Styrofoam
Generic name- Polystyrene Foam
Owned by- The Dow Chemical Company

Jeep
Generic name-  Open top SUV
Owned by-  Fiat Chrysler Automobiles

Huggies
Genetic name-  Baby Diapers
Owned by- Kimberly- Clark

Rooh Afza
Generic name- Rose flavoured syrup
Owned by- Hamdard Laboratories

Kerosene 

This combustible liquid became a genericized 
trademark after 

 for many years.
Abraham Gesner held the 

trademark

Luna
Generic name -  Moped
Owned by- Kinectic



We Bet Sold OriginallyYou Didn’t Know   !What Products These Famous Brands

1. Avon
Started as a door-to-door book selling company
David H. McConell started Avon in the year 1886. He sold books door-to-door but started handing out little gifts 
of perfume to lure in female customers. But as luck should have it, the perfumes he offered became more 
popular than the books he sold. He then did what every wise man would, started a company; named it California 
Perfume Company. That company was later rechristened Avon. 

2. Colgate
Originally made starch, soap and candles
William Colgate founded the Colgate company that initially sold starch, candles and soap. Since a lot of 
companies sold candles and soap, it was only wise to look for profits elsewhere too. It is only after 1873 that 
the company started selling toothpaste. Colgate sold toothpaste by jars and soon dominated the market. 

3. Nokia
Started as a pulp mill and made paper
The idea behind setting up this company was to invest in communication. So there was hardly anything 
better than a paper mill in 1865. In another three years, Frederick Idestam started expanding, which was 
eventually followed by a century of mergers and acquisitions. Eventually in 1980, Nokia entered the world of 
mobile communication with the Mobira Talkman. 

We Bet You Didn’t Know What Products



We Bet Sold OriginallyYou Didn’t Know   !What Products These Famous Brands

4. Wrigley
Sold soap and baking powder
Their story is somewhat similar to Avon's. William Wrigley sold soaps and baking powder. He 
found a good way to entice his costumers; he offered them chewing gum with every can of baking 
powder. Needless to say, his chewing gums were more popular than his baking powder, which is 
what he cashed in on eventually. 

6. Xerox
Was maker of photographic paper and equipment 
What is synonymous to photocopying in the current times, Xerox, did not start off as 
maker of the photocopying machine. In 1906, it was the maker of photographic paper and 
equipment. It introduced the copier to the world only in the year 1959. 

5. Samsung
Exported noodles and dry fish
Samsung, the multinational conglomerate had a very different and humble beginning. It was an 
export business and dealt with locally grown groceries and noodles. Samsung Sanghoe exported 
dried fish, noodles and vegetables to Manchuria and Beijing. Gradually Samsung diversified into 
many areas, which eventually led them to become the giant it is today. 

These Famous Brands !Sold Originally



Flipkart Don’t stare, you read it right! We know it is founded by Sachin and Binny Bansal, but the company is not Indian 

since it is not only registered in Singapore but Ouch! So, legally though it 

operates in India, it is not an Indian company. Moreover, most of the investors are foreigners. Now, do you know why 

Flipkart sells its product under WS Retail? Well because being a foreign company it cannot do multi branding E-Retailing 

in India.

owned by a Singapore based holding company. 

HEY THERE...ARE THESE BRANDS INDIAN?... ARE YOU SURE?
THINK AGAIN !!!

Did you grow up drinking Horlicks? Every Indian mom relied on this to provide her kids with good vitamins and 

nutrition. Developed and Founded by William and James Horlicks, the malted milk is a foreign material now 

manufactured by , the UK Based company.GlaxoSmithKline

Hindustan Unilever Ltd. -  This company is owned by Anglo-Dutch company Unilever, a 

company that has faced it’s fair share of controversy in our country. Unilever actually owns a 

67% controlling share in Hindustan Unilever as of March 2015 and are their holding company. 



We all have worn a pair to school, haven’t we? While, many of us believed that it is an Indian 

retailer. The Bata Shoe Company was founded in 1894 in Zlin, Moravia (Austro-Hungarian 

Empire i.e. Czech Republic )by Tomas Bata, his brother Antonin and his sister Anna, whose 

family had been cobblers for generations. Currently its headquarter is in Switerland. It isn’t 

desi at all, but has more than 5000 retail stores in 60 countries.

Colgate Toothpaste Go in any rural area and you will hear, “Bhaiya zara Colgate dena“. 

They actually mean toothpaste. Colgate is manufactured by the American consumer-

goods conglomerate Colgate-Palmolive, Introduced in New York, it is now situated in 

Singapore with manufacturing unit in India.

Indian Motorcycles - These bikes are actually an American brand originally called Hendee 

Manufacturing Company but which was renamed to the Indian Motorcycle Manufacturing 

Company in 1928. They actually opened their first showroom in India only in 2014. 

Star Group – Any Indian would think that Star Plus is a purely Indian/Hindi entertainment channel where serials like 

‘Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi’ and ‘Kahani Ghar Ghar Ki’ have aired for nearly 15 years. However Star Plus was 

introduced in India as a a pure English channel in the early 90’s showing International content from UK, Australia and US? 

Owned initially by NewsCorp and now 21st Century Fox, Star Plus from its inception in 1992 is a New York Based Company.



Famous for their chocolate and appropriately 
themed amusement park, Hersheypark, the 
logo on The Hershey Company's 

 product has a hidden logo: an extra 
Kiss. Turn your head to the left and you'll see 
that  there is a 
Hershey's Kiss baked into the logo. 

Hershey's 
Kisses

between the 'K' and the 'I'

The Bronx Zoo, located in the 
Bronx, a borough of New York City, 
is the largest zoo in North America 
and is  among the  largest  
metropolitan zoos in the world. The 
zoo's logo featuring birds and two 
giraffes pays homage to the zoo's 
home city. Between the legs of the 
giraffes, you'll see New York's 
iconic skyline of tall buildings.

In this clever design, 
each letter is made up 
of a certain part of the

T h e  
second image helps 
visualize this fantastic 
design.

 
n u m b e r  ‘ 8 ’ .  

“The logo consists of 
 

, 
replacing the old logo that 
had been used since 1970. 
Working with creat ive 
director Lee Coomber, we 
used a fluid creative process 
whereby we thought about 
how and what Unilever does, 
whilst drawing icons and the 
U simultaneously.”

twenty 
five icons intricately woven 
together to form a U

Did you spot number 1? - 
 racing is another 

organization that took the sport's 
core values and applied them to 
its logo. The red color represents 
passion and energy, while the 
black color represents power and 
determination, according to 
sportskeeda.com. With another 
play on negative space, the F1 
logo is more than a black "F" with 
red racing stripes; 

Formula One

the space 
between these two main focal 
points is the number 1. 

LETS PLAY HIDE & SEEK -    IN FIND
!
THE HIDDEN

!
SYMBOLS 

LOGOS       !



At first glance, the dark pink logo for 
 looks like a winking face. But if 

you look a little closer, you'll see the face's 
"nose" is an "L" and the outline of the "face" 
is a "G." Some fans have even noted a 
similarity between LG's logo and a modified 
Pacman.

LG 
Electronics

This car manufacturer's logo certainly encompasses 
more than meets the eye. Toyota said that the three 
overlapping ovals on American vehicles 

 The background space represents 
Toyota's technological advancement and the boundless 
opportunities ahead." And possibly even more 
impressive, 

"symbolize the 
unification of the hearts of our customers and the heart 
of Toyota products.

if you look even closer at the overlapping 
ovals, you'll see the word "Toyota" spelled out. 

Who knew the logo was where the party’s at? 
, as they  a 

of salsa in the ‘I’. Fun stuff!

The 
two “T’s” of this logo make up people dip
tortilla chip into the bowl 

Toblerone, 
, was started in Bern, 

Switzerland, a city famously associated with bears. 
Now take a closer look at the logo's mountain.

owned by Mondelçz International 
(formerly Kraft Foods)

The digital pin board site, 
tied its logo 

directly into the social 
network's core. While the 
hidden image might not be 
immediately obvious, it is 
certainly fitting for the 
platform: 

. Michael 
Deal, co-designer of the 
Pinterest logo, said: "For 
most of the project, I had 
avoided making visual 
reference to the image of a 
pin because it seemed too 
literal. But the 

Pinterest, 

the letter "P" 
doubles as a pin

"P" started to 
lend itself too well to the 
shape of a map pin." 

DID YOU NOTICE THE  IN THE DETTOL ADS BELOW?MESSAGE

Elephants are known for having
, including 

their ability to remember both faces 
and events. It’s for this reason that 
Evernote, a note-taking application, 
uses an image of the animal as part 
of its logo. 

 
impressive memories

The corner of the 
elephant’s ear, moreover, is folded 
over — in the same way that people 
often fold the corner of a page in a 
book to make note of what point 
they’ve read up to.



Monte Carlo, is a leading clothing brand for men and women. It is famous 
for its woollen apparels all over the country. This Italian brand name was 
specifically chosen for the Indian customer base, keeping in mind their 
fascination for foreign brands. 

It was established in 1984 by  Oswal Woollen Mills Limited and is owned by 
parent company Nahar Group based in Ludhiana, Punjab. Mr. Jawahar Lal 
Oswal is the chairman and managing director of the company. This is 
actually a 100 per cent Indian woolen brand.

Amrut Single Malt-  Within a few years of its global 
launch, Amrut Single Malt was ranked the world's 
3rd best single malt. If you think it's bottled in Europe 
however, think again, It is not just Indian by name but 
it is Indian by nature,as this fine liquor is brewed and 
bottled at the Amrut distillery in our very own 
Bangalore, manufactured by Amrut Distilleries Ltd.

Britannia Industries Limited 
(A WADIA Enterprise) is an Indian 
fo o d  p ro d u c t s  c o r p o ra t i o n  
registered in Kolkata, India.

It sells its Britannia and Tiger brands 
of biscuit throughout India. 
Britannia has an estimated market 
share of 32%

ARE THESE FOREIGN BRANDS? 
THINK AGAIN!!!

Peter England, Allen Solly, Van Heusen, Louis Phillpe- These are some of the brands 
that are bound to exist in every Indian man’s closet. These brands are India's leading 
menswear brand. The name was given an English touch thanks to India's obsession with 
foreign sounding products. In reality, it is part of Madura Fashion & Lifestyle, a division 
of Aditya Birla Group.



The Raymond Group – It is an Indian branded fabric and fashion retailer, 
incorporated in 1925. Owned by Gautam Singhania, Chairman of JK Group of 
Companies. 
Park Avenue, Parx and ColorPlus are Owned by The Raymond Group.

HIDESIGN-  Owned by Entrepreneur Dilip Kapur. The leather goods manufacturer 
is actually based in Pondicherry, India. Tamil Nadu's tanneries supply leather 
products and accessories to some of the biggest brands worldwide.

Da Milano - Another Italian name for an extremely good 
leather bag collection from India. Well sorry folks, no part of 
Milano is involved in the making of these accessories. Da 
Milano is a totally Indian brand. They provide high-end 
leather accessories and home furnishings in India and 
abroad, and the name was chosen thanks to India's 
fa s c i n at i o n  w i t h  fo re i g n  s o u n d i n g  p ro d u c t s .



We Bet You Didn’t Know  
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Which Companies
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MM E
HOW TO BUILD LASTING RELATIONSHIPS

1.  Cut on the dotted line
2.  Rotate 180 degrees

No one does Marketing like VPR does
&
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